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Welcome
Minister’s Message

For the past 34 years, the
National Children’s Festival of
the Arts (NCFA) has played an
integral part in cultivating an
environment that encourages
our children to discover and
develop the talent within
them. Thousands of singers,
musicians, writers, orators,
actors and dancers have found
their gifting, perhaps their
calling, after being given this platform to demonstrate
their abilities and creativity. Indeed, the arts are a vital
part of our education journey, providing outlets for
personal expression. As Minister of Education, I am
keen to support these young artists as they find their
place on life’s stage. It is my hope that competitions
such as this one will ignite a desire within some of
these students to pursue music as a lifelong passion,
and that years from now, as a country, we will be
honouring some of these very same musicians for their
contributions to Cayman’s music industry.
Research shows that embracing the arts in developmental
years leads to improvement in other skills, such as
critical thinking, memorisation, coordination and
discipline. Engagement and success in school and
academia is often enhanced by the addition of music
into a young person’s daily routine, and we cannot
ignore the effect that music and the arts have on one’s
emotional well-being. It was author Julie Garwood who
said, “Education isn’t just about feeding the brain. Art
and music feed the heart and soul”.

Providing a space where creativity and musical
expression can flourish enriches the lives and the future
of our children, and initiatives such as the NCFA and
Young Musician of the Year are to be commended for
offering these opportunities to them.
I would like to recognise the team at the Department
of Education services for their devotion to the NCFA
and the arts year after year. Their support delivers the
platform on which these talented students are able to
showcase their musical abilities.
A special “thank you” must be said to Butterfield for
creating the Young Musician of the Year programme,
and remaining committed to the advancement of the
arts in the Cayman Islands. Indeed, the government
and the community at large is appreciative of this
public-private partnership which has helped to shape
the lives of many of our children, including tonight’s
young performers.
Thank you is also in order for the parents of our
competitors this evening for their support and dedication
to their young instrumentalists. Long hours of practice,
dress rehearsals and recitals have brought them to this
moment and I am confident their performances tonight
will make you proud.
Lastly, my sincerest congratulations to the talented
and hardworking students competing this evening.
Mastering an instrument is no easy task. Your time and
dedication has not gone unnoticed. Best of luck to all of
you. Know that we are proud of your accomplishments.
Break a leg!
Honourable Tara Rivers, JP, MLA
Minster of Education, Employment & Gender Affairs

Words from our sponsor
Congratulations to all our talented finalists for making it to this stage of the competition. The skill and dedication
required to become an exceptional musician comes from a true love of music. Each of these young musicians have
spent countless hours practicing and performing, honing their talent in their chosen instrument, playing from the
heart–and we are fortunate to benefit from their hard work with an evening of beautiful music.
I’d like to thank the parents and the teachers of these outstanding young people for encouraging them to follow
their passions. Music benefits not only the individual, but the community as a whole. It helps us transcend our
differences and brings people together, promoting social well-being.
I wish all of tonight’s performers the very best in their musical future and hope that this competition helps inspire
them to keep playing, keep improving and deepens their love for music.

Michael McWatt
Managing Director
Butterfield Bank (Cayman) Limited
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Programme of Events
Welcome		
		
		

Mr. Mark Ray
Head of Business Services,
Department of Education Services

Prayer 		
		
		

Mr. James Walter
Senior Customer Service Manager,
Department of Education Services

Words from our sponsor 		
		
		

Mr. Michael McWatt
Managing Director
Butterfield Bank (Cayman) Limited

Finalists Performances
Daniela Granados

Flute

St. Ignatius High School

Liana DaCosta

Voice

Clifton Hunter High School

Marcos Bertran

Saxophone

St. Ignatius High School

Katherine Erskine

Guitar

Clifton Hunter High School

Dequan Smith

Piano

Clifton Hunter High School

Ruth Harris

Euphonium

St. Ignatius High School

Jaedyn Hanna

Voice

John Gray High School

Maya Antes

Piano

Cayman International School

Adrian Anglin

Clarinet

St. Ignatius Catholic School

Intermission

Performance by Runner Up Young Musician of the Year 2015

David Brown

Drum Solo

Nathaniel Williams

Presentation of awards & announcement of winners
		

Judges and
Mr. Michael McWatt of Butterfield

Vote of thanks		

Mr. Mark Ray
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Meet the
finalists...
Daniela Granados
Age:
16
School:
St. Ignatius High School
Category:
Woodwind
Performing: Sonata for flute and piano, Op.120 by Edwin York
Bowen & Hypnosis by Ian Clark
“In high school, we’re required to pick an instrument and are taught how to
play, as well as music theory. Although I liked both classes, I looked forward
to playing the most… I was very aware I didn’t sound the same as an experienced flautist. Hearing
others play, made me want to sound like them, which encouraged me greatly… I’m proud to say
that I recently had my grade 8 exam. Music has now become a part of my everyday life and I hope to
further develop my skills in the future.”*

Liana DaCosta
Age:
15
School:
Clifton Hunter High School
Category:
Voice
Performing: Flight by Craig Carnella &
Blue Skies by Irving Berlin
“Music helps me explore another world and opens my mind to different views
and perspectives. I enjoy dedicating my time to rehearsals and my own practice,
where I am able to focus on nothing else other than music. My hope is to continue to develop my
talents and musical skills in other to be a successful musician.” *

Marcos Bertran
Age:
14
School:
St. Ignatius High School
Category:
Woodwind
Performing: La Plus Que Lente by Claude Debussy &
Blues Concerto (Movement 1- Allegro) by
Bill Holcombe
“My favourite genre of music is jazz and my favourite jazz piece is called
“Afternoon In Paris”, however, my favourite composer is Claude Debussy... I am very passionate
about music and music has built some of my personality. It gives me a wider range of feeling and a
wider range of imagination and creativity... I strive to become part of a professional ensemble when I
am older and playing professionally in concert halls would be my dream.”*
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Katherine Erskine
Age:
14
School:
Clifton Hunter High School
Category:
Strings
Performing: Galopp by Fernando Sor & Swing Thing by Nick Powlesland
“I have not regretted my decision to play the guitar! I didn’t expect the guitar to
be as easy an instrument to learn as it has been and I did not realise how much I
loved music. It has really helped me develop as a person and has brightened up
the musical side of me… I practice consistently and always strive to do my best. Guitar wasn’t always
easy and I struggled initially with balancing my school time and practicing. Now playing it is an outlet
for me as it allows me to be creative and is a form of stress relief.”*

Dequan Smith
Age:
13
School:
Clifton Hunter High School
Category:
Piano
Performing: Presto - First Movement from Sonata in A by Thomas
Arne & Struttin’ at the Waldorf by Philip Lane
“My home is full of music and playing is my favourite hobby. I have played the
piano for five years, I also play trumpet, penny whistle and recorder and sing in
my church choir… As my mother is also my music teacher, I have plenty of help if I need it. I enjoy
listening to other students who come to her studio; listening to them helps me to understand style
and good technique… I can’t imagine not playing music every day; music is a really important part of
who I am.”*

Ruth Harris
Age:
School:
Category:
Performing:

16
St. Ignatius High School
Woodwind
Smoke Gets In Your Eyes by Harbach/Kern &
Midnight Euphonium by Goff Richards, arr.

“I began playing the euphonium four years ago, when I was ten years old…
Lessons were difficult and at times painful, but somehow, over the years, I
found that I wasn’t dreading the weekly lesson, but instead I looked forward to it... There is always
something to reach for. Music is very important to me because I am the first person in my family to
learn to play an instrument. My mother encouraged me through it all and I am so grateful for that,
along with my teacher’s help.”*
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Jaedyn Hanna
Age:
14
School:
John Gray High School
Category:
Voice
Performing: Defying Gravity by Stephen Schwartz &
Can’t Help Lovin’ Dat Man by Jerome Kern
“Music is my passion. It is what I enjoy most. When I am singing or performing I
am happy. As an only child, music provides an outlet for me; when I am down, I
sing, when I am happy, I sing, when I am alone, I sing.”*

Maya Antes
Age:
School:
Category:
Performing:

16
Cayman International School
Piano
Sonatina Op. 36 No. 6 by Muzio Clementi &
Don’t Let the Sun Go Down On Me by Elton John and
Bernie Taupin

“My love for the piano began at age seven, and was inspired by a wonderful
piano teacher, Ms. Marsha... I enjoy the logic and math of piano music where the sum and
combination of notes and chords create a beautiful melody… I know I can turn to music when I need
a friend; it can transform my mood in any situation. Without music, the world would have less soul,
less emotional heartbeat and certainly much less harmony.”*

Adrian Anglin
Age:
15
School:
St. Ignatius High School
Category:
Woodwind
Performing: Snoozin’ with the Blues by James Rae &
Sonata No.1 by Jean Xavier Lefevre
“I listen to solo clarinetists on YouTube, and in doing so, it gives me an extra
boost of motivation for me as it makes me realise that even though I’m a good
clarinet player. I still have a lot to learn and a long way to go. I still push myself to get better with
my playing and to be the best player I can be… I think that music in my eyes, and also listening
to music, is my comfort zone. It helps me relax and also helps me ease the stresses that arise
throughout the day.”*

(*excerpt from personal statement included in finalist package for the judges)
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Our Judges
John McLaughlin Williams,
Grammy Award-winning and first
African-American conductor to
win a Grammy has been critically
acclaimed for his outstanding
interpretive abilities and engaging
podium presence.
Williams is an active violin soloist, pianist, and chamber
musician. He began violin studies at age 10 in a
Washington, D.C. public school. At age 14 he appeared
as soloist with the National Symphony Orchestra. Williams
holds a Master of Music degree in orchestral conducting
from the Cleveland Institute of Music. There he studied
conducting with Carl Topilow, Music Director of the
National Repertory Orchestra and the Cleveland Pops
Orchestra, and composition with Donald Erb and Margaret
Brouwer.
Equally at home with the standard literature and the great
romantic and early modern music written by American
composers, it was with the release of his acclaimed
recordings on the Naxos label, that his conducting became
familiar to listeners on both sides of the Atlantic.
With the National Symphony and Radio Orchestras of
Ukraine, Williams has made world-premiere recordings
of orchestral works by American composers both wellknown and neglected for the Naxos label’s celebrated
“American Classics” series. His next album is Karl Weigl:
The Complete Violin Works, recorded with pianist Glen
Inanga, to be released on the Sono Luminus label.
Additional recognition came from the National Academy
of Recording Arts and Sciences in 2009 and 2011 when
he was awarded further Grammy nominations for his
conducting in recordings of concerti by Ernest Bloch and
Benjamin Lees with violinist Elmar Oliveira, and for Quincy
Porter: Complete Viola Works. In 2007 Williams was
awarded a Grammy for the TNC recording of Messiaen’s
L’Oiseau Exotiques with Angelin Chang and the Cleveland
Chamber Symphony. Mr. Williams received the Geraldine
C. & Emory M. Ford Award for American Conductors
in 1999. Williams’s conducting experience includes
appearances with many symphonies and orchestras that
range from the Colorado Symphony Orchestra, to National
Symphony Orchestra of Ukraine; he has served as Assistant
Conductor for the East Texas Symphony and Britt Festival,
as well as locally for the Cayman Arts Festival.
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Stephanie Williams, after
completing an LRSM in Piano
Teaching, a Bachelor of Music
Education and teaching credentials at
the University of Toronto, and an MA
in School Music at McGill University,
has devoted many years to teaching
music education in teacher’s colleges in Jamaica. During
this period she was a member of the International Council
for Traditional Music and wrote and presented a paper at
an ICTM Colloquium on traditional music on the impact
of tourism on traditional music. Papers for this colloquium
were published in a book entitled “Come Mek Me Hol’
Yu Han’”.
Ms. Williams spent over 21 years as Education Officer
responsible for Music and Cultural Development in
the Cayman Islands and was the coordinator of the
Caymanian annual National Children’s Festival of the Arts.
During her stint in the Cayman Islands she was the official
accompanist for the Cayman National Choir and played
for services at the Anglican Church in Cayman. She was
very involved in the cultural work of the Cayman National
Cultural Foundation and received their prestigious Radley
Gourzong Award for Cultural Development.
She has composed music for the Anglican Church and
done many arrangements of songs and folk music. Now
retired, Ms. Williams does part-time work in the area of
Music Education for Edna Manley College
of the Visual & Performing Arts’
School of Music and Mico
University College. She
is the accompanist
for the National
Chorale of
Jamaica.
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Dr. Catherine Rand is the
Director of Bands, Associate Professor
of Music at the University of Southern
Mississippi. Dr. Rand was formerly
the Director of Bands and Area
Coordinator of Winds and Percussion
at Florida International University,
where she conducted the Wind Ensemble, Chamber Winds,
and taught wind literature and graduate conducting.
A native Floridian, Dr. Rand received her Bachelor of Music
Education from the University of Tampa, Master of Music
degree in conducting from the University of South Florida,
and Doctor of Musical Arts in wind conducting from the
University of Miami’s Frost School of Music. Prior to her
collegiate teaching career, Dr. Rand taught band and
orchestra for 14 years in the Florida public school system.
Active in scholarly and creative endeavors, Dr. Rand has
presented numerous workshops to music educators on
festival preparation, FCAT Testing and rehearsal techniques.
She recently presented her research “Balancing Artistry and
Education” in Austria, and conducted the Minnesota AllState Band, and the Florida All-State Honor Band. Dr. Rand
has been a member of the Creative Music Project, held
for the past two years in the Cayman Islands, promoting
student-based musical creativity by providing improvisation
and composition activities accompanied by technologybased, multi-disciplinary methodology. She and the FIU
Marching Band were invited to The Bahamas to perform
in their independence celebration. She is published in
volume 5 of “A Composer’s Insight: Thoughts, Analysis
and Commentary on Contemporary Masterpieces for
Wind Band.”
Dr. Rand maintains an active schedule as a guest
conductor, clinician, adjudicator, and guest lecturer
throughout the United States and abroad. Her
professional affiliations include the College
Band Director’s National Association, College
Music Society, Women Band Director’s
Association and the Music Educators
National Conference.
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Thank You
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