The Cayman Drama Society
Presents:

THE HEAVENLY MUSICAL HIT!

Performances:

September 26 - October 26,1997
(No Shows Oct. 10,11,12)

Showtime: 7:30

At The Prospect Playhouse




CALEDONIAN BANK & TRUST
LIMITED

Call: 949-0050

“j

Wish the Cayman Drama Society every success
with their production of

“FOREVER PLAID”

CONGCRATULATIONS

to Cast and Crew!




Forever Plaid

Written and Originally Directed and Choreographed by

Stuart Ross

Musical Continuity Supervision and Arrangements by
James Raitt

Originally Produced by
Gene Wolsk

"FOREVER PLAID"
is presented through special arrangement with
and all authorized materials are supplied by
Music Theatre International
421 West Sdth Street
New York, NY 10019
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Musicians

Musical Numbers

. Chant: Deus ex Plaid

, Three Coins In The Fountain
. Gotta Be This Or That

. Undecided

. Moments To Remember

. Crazy ‘Bout Ya Baby

Perfidia

. Cry
. Sixteen Tons/Chain Gang

The Catering Drill’She Loves You
The Golden Cardigan

Catch A Falling Star

Caribbean Plaid

Heart and Soul

Mercury

Lady Of Spain

Scotland The Brave
Shangri-La/Rags To Riches

Love Is A Many Splendored Thing

vereennes JEfT Bennett

censee. Kevin Redfern
ceeeeree Neil Rooney
... Keith Nixon

veeennneees LNI1S Bowning
wesieee. JOhR Shillito

{ Please Note: This show is performed in one act. There is no intermission.)

-—




Author’s Note

When most of us think of the 1950, we think of rock *n’ roll, greasers, hot rods, Elvis, Annette, Fabian, DA, haircuis
and teenage rebellion. But there was o fip side to 1his o - the side of harmony, Insocence and the simeenity of dreams.
It i the side that has been bost in the shuffle of progress. 1t was o ume whes most pasents and kids listened and danced
to the same music: when families partook of the ritual of gathering in front of the TV 10 watch thedr favoriie variety
shows, like Ed Sullivan or Perry Coma, [t was a time when every family worked io fulfill the Amenican Dream.

It was a period when four-part guy proups hammonized their way across the airwaves, jukebones and hi-fis of the
couniry. Throughout the land they would stand #1 a quariet of microphones, crooning a maltitude of chaperoned prom-
goers mto dreamy romance.

They wore dinner jackets and bow ties (or perhaps cardigans and white bucks), Each move was drilled to precision,
Each vocal prangement soared to stratospheric heights of karmony. This sound crested just before rock “n’ rell sole
the heanbent of music around the glabe,

Druring this fime, guvs across the couniry bandsd together to sing in the basement for fun. [T things worked our they
might be hired to sing &t weddings, comventions, proms and country club socials. Inspired by the success of the
recording slass, they made plans to zo0m into careers of fame and fortune, But the musical taste of the USA was
changing. and the country would not stop te listen to their dreams,

This is the story of such 4 group - FOREVER PLAID.

Oince upon & time, there were four guys (Sparky, Smudge. Jinx and Frankie) who loved 1o sing. They all met in high
school, when they joined the audiovisual club {1956). Discovering they shared an affection for music and entenaining.
they pot together and dreamed of becoming like their idols - The Four Aces, The Four Lads, The Four Freshmen, The
Hi-Los and the Crew Cuts. They rehearsed i the basement of Smudge's family's plumbing supply company. 12 was
here they became Forever Pinid - a name that connects the continuation of the traditionnl values of family, home and
harmony. Although rock 'n’ roll was racing down the (21 lane like a candy apple “vetie”, they belicved in therr music.
As their sound developed, ihey sang at family gatherings, fund-radsers, and eventually gmduated to sapermarket
openings and proms. They had litthe time for romance or lesure for they supported their fantasy by holding down day
jobs - Frankie was in dental supplics, Smudge was in bathroom fixtures, Jins was in auto parts and Sparky was in
better dresses. They devoted themselves to singing at nights and on weekends. Then, finally, they landed their first
big gig a1 the Aisport Hilton cocktail bar - The Fusel Lounge,

February 9, 1964

En route te pick up their custom-made plaid wuxedos, they were slammed broadside by a schoal bus filled with cager
Catholic teens, The teens were on their way 10 witness the Beatles make their US television debut on the Ed Sullivan
Show and miraculbously escaped uninjured. The members of Forever Plaid were killed instantly. [Uis al tha moment,
when their carcers and lives ended, that the story of FOREVER PLAID begins.

Through the Power of Harmony and the Expanding Holes in the Ozone layer, in conjunction with the positions of the
planets and all that astrotechnical stuff, they are allowed 1o come back 1o perfarm the show they never got to da in fife

And having completed their mission of Harmony, our men in plaid must retum 1o the cosmaos. Although they may be
gone, throwgh this produciion thelr dreams live on forever,
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; The Evolution of Forever Plaid On Grand Cayvman

; To those of vou who have never seen a production of Forever Plaid we bid vou welcome, We
# hope vou will enjoy this one act musical enough to retumn; or at least encourage other *Plad
; Virgins™ to see the show. To those “Plaid Veterans™ who have seen the show in New York,

T Las Vegas (where it has been playing for several vears) or in vour hometown, we also wish
& viou welcome and dare vou to compare the talent before vou this evening,

The idea of staging Forever Plaid in Grand Cayman was borme to Neil Rooney (Frankie)

# during the winter of 1996. Having immensely enjoved the production in Vancouver, Canada
& several years earlier and aware of the generosity and enthusiasm of the Cayman Drama

* Society, Meil knew that staging this delightful show at the Prospect Playhouse was feasible.
# So on a Saturday evening filled with pizza and wine he proposed the idea to Kevin Redfern
; and his wife Lyvnda. A deal was made; the wives would produce and the men would

* reproduce (the musical that is). Since four male voices were required for the show, the hunt
# was on for two more able and willing men.

e
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T In the meantime, Jeff Bennett, a recent arrival to Grand Cayman, was in the CDS production
of Faulty Towers. Ironically, he had already performed in two different productions of
Forever Plaid in South Carolina and conveyed his desire to do the show again to Colin
Wilson. Colin, knowing about Neil’s similar passion to do the show, put the two in touch and
the result was three oul of four roles cast. JefT's wile Jodi , tired of living the life of a theater
widow and knowing the show rather well, eagerly volunteered for the role of director.

Auditions for the fourth rele were adveriised in the paper but there was little response.
Luckily, it was through word of mouth that we finally got our man. Keith Mixon, known o
many as “Biff the Wonder Boy™ on the 299 moming show, heard about cur dilemma and
agreed to join the cast, thus completing this quartet of well experienced actors and singers.

The multi-talented Chris Bowring was our unanimous choice as musical director for this
complex production and Linda Rayner, who has graced the Prospect stage herself, was

* thankfully available to choreograph the show. As luck would have it, Peter Phillips was also
# available to share his invaluable experience and expertise as stage manager, set designer and
T set builder.

e e E R R L T R e e

; We feel that we have assembled an extremely talented team and are confident that the debut of
“Forever Plaid” in Grand Cayman will be a successful one, Once again welcome, thank you
; for your patronage and we hope that you all enjoy the show!
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Jeff Benneti - “Jinz™

Making his third appearance an the Prospect slage in just
& months on Cavman, “Forever Plakl” holds & fasiliar
place in JefT's heart {and soul), having performed 1he
show twice before on two different stages.

Tonight, playing the par of Jinx, Jeff brings the
experience of playing Sparky ot the Greenville {SC) Lavte
[Muester and Frankse ot Centre Stage South Carolina!
Oither credits include 3r. Hamilbon in ®Fawiy | owers

W aldorf Salad” and "The Yank with Talent™ in the "Olde
Tymie Busic H: 11" at Progpect, " Damn Yankess" and
"Sauth Pacific” af Greenvilbe (50 Little Theater, "L
Abmer®, “lacques rel,..”, " Into the Woods®, and
"Campany” ai Cenire Stage South Carolina! (Greenville)
and "lata the Woods® and A Funmy Thing Happened an
the Way to the Forum” # Angelo Civic Theater (3an
Angela, Th)

Tedt produces commercials and videns for CITH, slosps
with the play's director (his wife Jodi, and a bahy on the
way!l, and lives with their 3 cots

Kevin Redfern - “Sparky”

K.evin hails from Cansda and has been singing most of
his life. It was during Ir. High School that be was bitlen
by the theater bug and e lasn’t looked back. Eevin
perlformed the role aff Sir Lancekod in last year's CO5
produciien of “Camels”™. Other frvorte reles mclude
Curly in “Oklahema!™, John Progior in “The Crucible’
and Lucentia in “Kiss Me Kate”. He has alio performesd
in “Fiddler On The Roof™”, = lesius Christ Supersiar
“Ciodapell™ and ~A Chorus Line™. Other highlighis
melde singing in the chorus of the Calgasy Opera and in
the Cpening Ceremonies of the 1988 Winter {Hymipics in
Calgary.

kewin i% |L.'ruh.'l'.| for CD% aid the |-|F.]||:||-|'|||-|i-_:, il iy
hiim 8 pursise his love for singing and theater. He looks
forward b mamy mose productions both 85 a pertomer
andl sudience member and hopes that you have & much
fun during the show as he does! Many thanks te “The
Team™ for their dedication and hard work!



Meil Rooney - “Frankic™

Eaised in Western Canada, Meil was involved for
many vears in both professional and university
theater, including productions of “Oklahoma!™ with
The Rainkow Stage and “Once Upon A Matiress”
with Sun Dog Productions. Meil has also
performed in many children’s theater productions
and gained invaluable experience working in
“Improv” Theater. After studying music for tw
years al Cirant McEwan College in Edmonton, Meil
embarked on a singing career, working with
Loreena McKennit. KD Lang and many others.

This is Meil's second production with CDS. He
appeared as King Arthur in last vear's staging of
“Camelot”. By day, Meil heads up the sales team at
Cavman Impors Lid,

Keith Mizon - “Smudge”

This is Keith's first production in Cayman but he
has been acting in the US bath professionally and in
community theater for over 22 vears, He has
appeared in musicals, comedies, dramas and more
from coast to coast. He has played Miles Gloriosus
in A Funny Thing Happened On The Way To The
Forum, Tevyva in Fiddler On The Roof as well as
roles in Grease, Godspell, Carnival, West Side
Story, Jesus Christ Superstar and 1776,

Locally, you might have heard Keith on Z9%'s
moming show as “Biff the Wonder Boy™. He has
been involved in redio, on and off, for many years
bath as an on-air personality and as the voice
behind many local and national commercials,
Kcith has been enjoving the people and climate of
Cayman for nearly two vears and as a native of
Chio, savs he's shoveled enough snow to last two
lifetimes! “Tropical is the only way 1o go!™



Chris Bowring - “Himself

Chris has bean involvad with the COS since 1981 when he first ventured anfo
the: slage as a village child in “Jack in the Beanstalk”. Since then, although
he has had a faw dramatic parts, such as Mayhow in Agatha Christie's
“Wiiness to tha Prosecution®, maost of his fime has been spent in the orchestra
pit a5 musical director of various pantomimes and recently, he has joined
Kabe Moore as a pianist in popular Olde Tyme Music Hall preductions. He
was also musical director for the Cayman Mational Theatre production of
“Traasure ksland”. In his spare time, Chris works for Deloitte & Touche!

From the Musical Director...

When Meil Rooney first spoke to me about being the Musical Director for the show, | must
confess that | knew very litthe about *Forever Plald”. However, once | had heard the wonderful
arrangements of some of the classic songs of the 50's on the sound track, | realized what a great
challenge it would be, not only to work out the complicated harmanies for the singers, but alsa to
mastar the musical score myself

We were extremely fortunate to find 4 talented singers, who not only locked goed together, but
mere impoertantly from my point of view, sounded great together. Qur first challenge was to
overcome the EnglishiMorth American language barrier and understand that when | said to hold a
note for 3 bars, | was NOT referring to a pub crawl up the West Bay Road and that a crochet is
nat a kniting term!

Jeff Bannalt, who has appeared in this show twice previously, each time taking a different part,
tald me that tha last ime he was in Plaid, they rehearsed every night for many months! We have
had approximately 3 months together and despite our diverse working schedules, have managed
4 or & rehearsals @ week. The result is a real credit to the cast, who in addition 1o the formal
rehearsals, spent many hours working from tapes that | had made of their individual parts.

| now invite you to allow yourselves to be transported back to the 1950's and enjoy the sounds of
Cayman's Forever Plaid”,
Chiris Bowring

Cayman Imports Ltd.

Food Service Distributors

Groceries, Fresh Produce, Frozen Vegetables, Meat, Pork, Seafood, Poultry and Dairy Products
Bar, Restaurant & Hotel Equipment & Supplics and Paper & Plastic Products

FOOD WHOLESALERS Located on Walkers Road
FROZEM & CHILLED PRODUCTS George Town, Grand Ciayman
Telephone: 949-899%9 Fax: 040.8123




Director's Mote

Talk about De Ja Wul When Jeff (Jinx) told me he was going to do Forever Plaid again, | was
surprised to say the least | thought for sure doing this show as twao different characiers at two
different theatres would be encugh to last a lifetime. | was wrong. However, if he was going o do
this show, | was gaing to be involved somehow. | had been a theatre widow long enocugh. So,
since | can't sing, dance, or act, and I'm not physically right for any of the characters, |
volunieered o direct | seemid natural encugh - | tedl Jefl whare 1o go and what ta do at home,
s0 | figured it wouldn't be much different on a stage. | have to admit | was a bit nervous about the
choregoraphy. Remember, | can't dance...thankfully Linda Rayner stepped in with her amazing
talent and, well, see for yourself. The result of this teamwork is a fantastic show.

Many thanks fo " Tha Plaids " for inviting me to be a part of this production. | have been involved
with theatre on some level since high school and have never had the pleasure of being involved
with @ group so passionate about a show. It has been & joy to share in this “Plaid” experence
with such a talented group of people. Thanks also to Chris Bowring for all of his many hours of
hard work and dedication. Many more thanks to Lynda Redfern and Kelly Rooney [ Co-
Producers) for keeping us organized, publicized and on schedule. | also must thank my dear
friend Jennifer Timmerman who was roped into baing props mistress, an enormous undertaking
to say the least! You'll understand my gratitude after seeing the Ed Sullivan number! There is an
amazing amount of talent both on stage, and behind the curtains. So, sit back and enjoy the
show!

Jodi Bennett
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The Fimal Towunch
Caramic Tile & Carpst
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A Large Selection of Tile to Choose From
Full Warehouse Ready for Free Delivery
Free Estimates at Your Home or Job Site

Helpful, Friendly Service
Professional Installation

Come See Us For All Your Tile and Carpet Needs

OIF Eastern Ave In Front of the Television Station
Mon - Fri 7:30 till 4:30
Sat 8:00 tll 1:00 Fax: 949-0994
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oONE HOUR

MARTINIZING

DRY CLEANING
Member of the Largest National Dry Cleaning Franchise

FRIENDLY & DEPENDABLE CLEANING SERVICE

Dy Cleaning Laundry -Alterations
-Wash & Fold -Walet Service
-Drapes & Household ltems -Shirt Service

-Pick up & Delivery
ONE HOUR & SAME DAY SERVICE UNTIL 11:00 AM
Phone: 949-5T725

Visit Our NEW LOCATION at Red Bay Plaza

Phone: 947-1001

Mon - Fri 7:30 - 6:30pm Sat 8:00 - 6:00pm

TORTUGA

RUM COMPANY LIMITED

Best Wishes to the Cayman Drama Society
and Their Production of

FOREVER PLAID

Congrtulations on another Great Show!

The Original World Famous Cayman Islands Rum Cake
Accept Mo Substitutions Or Imitations!
Visit Our Factory Outlet For A Free Sample
Telephone: 949-7701




Production

Producer: Producer:

Lynda Redfern Kelly Rooney

Director: Musical Director:

Jodi Bennett Chris Bowring

Choreogrpher: Stage Manager:

Linda Rayner Peter Phillips

Props: Front of House:

Jennifer Julie Troman

Timmerman

Set Construction’ Lighting Design ...................co..o...... Peter Phillips

Set Painting, Decorations, ... oo Sandra Mersinger, Penny Phillips, Peter Webster
Signs & Lots of Other Stuff and The Cast & Crew
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Dedication
FOREVEE PLAID 15 dedicated to the “good guys” -
To the guys who carried an extra handkerchief -

To the guys who saved their allowances to give their parents an extra special night on the
town for their anniversary -

To the guys who wheeled the projector carts for the Driver Education films -

To the guys who didn't go beyond first base, and if, by some miracle, they did, they didn't tell
anyone,

We salute you!

Extra Special Thanks to:

Peter & Penny Phillips One Hour Martinizing
Chris & Kate Bowring The Photo Center
David Cubbin Tortuga Rum

Kris Greenough Optical Outlook Ltd.
Mike Pilling ‘The Cayman Compass
Martin Wicks Deloitte & Touche
Debbie Nightingalc Phillips Electric

Sue Callahan Cayman Imports
Sandra Mersinger What's Hot? Magazine
Greenville Little Theater, South Carolina Legendz

H(), Cayman Islands Fire Service CITN - Caymam 27
Cayman Cameras MNautilus Cruises
Woods Fumniture Joe Kenny

299

Upcoming CDS Productions:
A Midsummer Night's Dream November 13 - 29, 1997

Jack and the Beanstalk January 15 - 3, 1998
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The Bar
The Crowd
The Fun

See You After the Show!

The Falls, West Bay Road across from the Westin.
Open 12:00pm to 12:45am Monday thru Friday, Sat & Sun: 12:00pm -11:45pm

Call 945-1950
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Cable & W1reless

Wishes the Cayman Drama Society

BEST OF LUCK!

in Their Production of

“FOREVER PLAID”

Call: 949-T800
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